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To: School Committee 

From: Matt 

Date: February 3, 2016 

Re: Newton North Naming Committee 

 

One of our agenda items on Feb 8 is “Newton North Naming Committee”.  I am 

recommending that we approve a new Newton North Naming Committee.  I’ll briefly 

summarize the issues to be discussed, including recommended next steps. 

 

The School Committee approved a Newton North Naming Committee in 2009.  The 

School Committee approved a Naming Policy in 1997, and updated the Policy in 2010.   

 

The Naming Committee, chaired by Jon Bassett, met regularly in 2009 and 2010 and Jon 

presented the recommendations to the School Committee in 2010.  The recommendations 

were a combination of existing and new names for the new NNHS.  

 

Jon’s report had nothing to do with the sale of naming rights.  The issue of selling naming 

rights emerged as Jon’s committee was conducting its work.  The sale of naming rights 

did not have the support of all key parties, and the School Committee agreed not to 

proceed with the sale of naming rights.  No further discussion on the sale of naming 

rights has taken place since then, and none is planned.   

 

The recommendations in Jon’s report became an unfortunate casualty of the controversy 

surrounding the sale of naming rights.  Jon’s recommendations were completely 

independent of the sale of naming rights, and could have been acted upon after the 

withdrawal of the sale of naming right proposal.  But the School Committee moved on to 

other issues, and Jon’s report was not discussed again. 

 

No sale of naming rights will take place in connection with a new Naming Committee’s 

recommendations.  There will be no sale of naming rights, no sale of anything, and no 

receipt of anything of value in exchange for these names (if there’s any confusion then 

please let me know!). The report will only include recommendations that the School 

Committee has the ability to act on, and I’ve reviewed this with Ouida Young.  

 

With that in mind, I’m recommending the following for our discussion on Feb 8: 

 We form a new Newton North Naming Committee 

 Jon Bassett chairs the Committee 

 The Committee is formed and proceeds in accordance with our Naming Policy 

 The Committee’s starting point is the 2010 recommendation.  Any changes—

additions or deletions—can be considered by the Committee 

 The Naming Committee will make its final recommendations to the School 

Committee by the end of this school year or early next Fall 

 Jon will update us on progress, and will join us for a discussion on Feb 25 

 

Attachments: 

1. School Committee 1997 Naming Policy 

2. School Committee 2010 Naming Policy 

3. May 2010 Report of the NNHS Naming Committee 


